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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 EUR- 12 ISO-OO SP-02 AID-05 NSC-05 

CIEP-02 TRSE-00 SS-15 STR-04 OMB-01 CEA-01 COME-OO 

IGA-01 L-03 H-02 AGR-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 

NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 DHA-02 FDRE-00 /104W 

034867 

P R 220850Z JUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7460 
INFO USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS TANANARIVE 1260 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, EDF, MA 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT FUND FOOD ASSISTANCE TO MADAGASCAR 

1. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORTS ON JULY 16, 6,000 TONS OF 

RICE -DONATED BY THE EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT FUND- WERE OFFLOADED 
AT THE PORT OF TAMATAVE IN PRESENCE OF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION (GOMR AGENCY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPMENT, PROMOTION, MAKETING AND DISTRI 
BUTION OF AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES, ESPECIALLY RICE) AND 
MR. SCHEIBER, EDF REPRESENTATIVE IN MADAGASCAR. 

2. SCHEIBER EXPLAINED THAT DONATION WAS EDF RESPONSE TO 
GOMR REQUEST TO PERMIT MADAGASCAR TO FACE ITS VERY HIGH FOOD 
SHORTAGE IN 1974. LAST FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2,600 TONS OF 
WHEAT FLOUR WERE SENT TO MADAGASCAR. THE 6,000 TONS OF 
ITALIAN HUSKED RICE JUST RECEIVED WAS SECOND PART OF THIS 
ASSISTANCE. RICE, WORTH ABOUT $2.10 MILLION, WAS SENT FROM 
RAVENNE, ITALY LAST MONTH. 

3. IN REPONSE TO QUESTION FROM PRESS, SCHEIBER ADDED THAT THIS 
DONATION WAS NOT TIED TO EDF OPERATIONS, BUT WAS BASED ON SPECIAL 
EFFORT BY COMMUNITY TO HELP DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO GET PAST 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DIFFICULTIES DUE TO EITHER DROUGHT OR FOOD SHORTAGES. EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY AND MALAGASY GOVERNMENT AGREED THAT, ALTHOUGH THE 
2,600 TONS OF WHEAT FLOUR AND THE 6,000 TONS OF RICE WOULD BE 
DONATED, PROCEEDS FROM PWLES OF THESE COMMODITIES WOULD 
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BE USED TO FINANCE SEVERAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS PROPOSED BY 
MALAGASY GOVERNMENT AND APPROVED BY EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. 

ELFERS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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